Matt. 16: 13-16  “Who do you say that I am”?
Matt  17: 1-9  Feast of the Transfiguration

“Who is Jesus?
 If a non-believer looked at your life how would

your life help them answer this question”?
Illustration

This is a modern day memo written to Jesus, Son of Joseph.  His address?  Woodcrafter Carpenter Shop, Nazareth, Israel. It is a memo from “Jordan Management Consultants” in Jerusalem.

Dear Sir:

Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have picked for management positions in your new organization.  All of them have now taken our battery of test; we have not only run the results through our computer, but also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our psychologist and vocational strength consultant.

If is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in background, education and vocational strength for the type of enterprise you are undertaking.  They do not have the team concept.  We recommend that you continue your search and look for better managers and people with more skill.
Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and gives in to fits of temper.

Andrew has absolutely no qualities of leadership.

The two brothers James and John place personal interest above company loyalty.

Thomas demonstrates an attitude of questioning that would tend to undermine morale.

His doubt could spread to the other members of your company.

It is our duty to tell you that Matthew, who is an x-tax collector, has been blacklisted and is no longer employable by the Jerusalem Better Business Bureau.  James is a radical.  Even though he is your sibling and biological brother, He could lead your venture in the wrong direction.  Be careful.
One of the candidates, however, shows great potential.  He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind and has contacts in high places.  He is highly motivated, ambitious and responsible.  We recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man.  All the other profiles are self-explanatory.  We wish you every success in your new venture.  

Sincerely yours,

Jordan Management Consultants in Jerusalem

Application / Hope For Us All!
Who is Jesus?  One way we can know is to see how he made his decisions.

Who is Jesus?  He submits to the will of His father?

How did Jesus choose the 12?  He submits to the will of His father.

“Jesus went up to a mountainside to pray, and spent all night praying to God.  When morning came, he called his followers, his disciples to him and chose 12

specific one’s who he also designated as apostles:  Simon Peter, his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bart, Matthew, Thomas, James, Simon the Zealot, Judas, son of James and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor”. Lk 6: 12-16

Who is Jesus? He is not interested in our capability but rather our availability.  He looks for open hearts, broken lives, struggling people, careers that are failing, loneliness and says, “None of this matters”.  He makes a personal invitation to each one of us.
Who is Jesus?  Jesus is willing to start with us and live with us exactly where we are.  No matter how much we doubt Him, fail in life, get angry like Peter, or feel discouraged, Jesus always brings us hope.  “I LOVE YOU WITH AN EVERLASTING LOVE”!
Who is Jesus?  He is filled with HOPE that comes directly from His Father who said:

“I already know the plans I have for you.  Plans to bless you!  To bring you hope and a future and not to harm you”.  Jer. 29:11
Is anybody discouraged or worried today?  HOPE is the key that unlocks the door of discouragement and worry.  If you or I are discouraged or worried, it is a warning signal that we have wandered across the “God Line”.  God promises us our future is bright.  If we are worried or discouraged we are taking on too much of what God says HE WILL TAKE CARE OF.
Biblical Basis
The Christians in Corinth are also struggling with “Who is Jesus”? Paul writes to the Corinthians.  Here is what Paul says about God’s kingdom and God’s wisdom vs. the worldly kingdom.

“We of course, have plenty of wisdom to pass on to you once you get your feet on firm spiritual ground.  It will not be popular wisdom or the fashionable wisdom of high-priced experts that you’ll need.  That will be out-of-date in a year or so.  God’s wisdom is something mysterious that goes deep into the interior of His purposes for each of us.  You don’t find it lying around on the surface.  It’s not the latest message, BUT MORE LIKE THE OLDEST!  It’s what God determined as the way to bring out His best in us long before we ever arrived on the scene.  That’s why we have the scripture that says:

      “No eye has seen or ear has heard or even imagined what God has planned

      for those who love him”!  2 Corth. 6: 6-9

The “Jordan Management Consultants” were high-priced experts.  What if Jesus had followed them?  Who is Jesus?  He finds an open door and empowers the kingdom of God to explode.

Story

I saw it happen this week.  I walked into our welcome are at ll:45 on Tuesday.  The place

Was packed with people waiting to have the doors opened for a free hot lunch.  I felt the spirit say “pray with these people”!  So I started shouting, “Let’s all get in a circle and have a prayer before we go in and eat”!  People seemed delighted.  It was as if they were just waiting for it to happen.  I said, “Our custom here is when I say “The Lord be with You”, you say, “And also with you”!  They blurted it out to me and I proceeded to pray

a prayer of thanksgiving and welcome.  The kingdom of God was alive!  Several people came up to me after, “Pastor Ann can we do this every week”?

Who is Jesus?  He is a spontaneous divine presence who wants to celebrate!  He is a God who gathers and gathers and feeds and feeds.  He lays out banquets everywhere!
How do we get our feet on solid spiritual ground? 
Paul talked about the Corinthians getting their feet on solid spiritual ground.  This didn’t happen for me until I was 30 years old.  I remember having kind of a “dating relationship with Jesus” or an upside relationship with Jesus at least until I was 30 years old.  I tried to at 19.  I tried to in my 20’s but I kept getting sucked back into worldly ways which told me “just be good and do the next right thing that you want to do”.  All this looks pretty innocent to a non-believer.  But if a non-believer looked at my life in those years trying to answer the question “who is Jesus” my life would not have helped.
I call it a “dating relationship” because I didn’t want to go anywhere without Him following me and bring with me.  But it was a selfish dating relationship.  It was more about Him serving my purposes than me serving His purposes. I was in it for myself mainly. 

Until one day I asked God a dangerous question.  “Jesus what do you want me to do with my life?  God I’m tired of serving my purposes and just trying to “be good”.  I want a life that matters and I want to start serving your purposes.”  Why did I ask?  Because advise from high priced experts did not work.  At best my life felt lukewarm.  Expensive degrees didn’t help.  Expensive therapists didn’t help.  A self-chosen lifestyle didn’t help.  I needed a total union with Jesus.  Total obedience and the outpouring of his grace and blessings everyday in my life.  This doesn’t come with just a dating or in and out connection.
Jesus wants more than a “dating relationship” with us.  He wants nothing short of a total union.  He wants all of us.  Why?  Because He gave all of Himself for us.
Biblical Basis
By the time we get to our gospel today the 12 disciples and Jesus had traveled together for close to 3 years.  But they still had primarily a “dating relationship”. They’d eaten over 100 meals together, walked 100 miles together, laughed and cried together but they
are still “waffling” in terms of who He is and commitment.  Jesus wants a commitment.

He makes it easy for them and asks first:

“Who do people say that I am”?  He invites them to theorize about who He is.  “Who are people saying I am?  Let’s gage the popular opinion.”  And they say, “Some say you are John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others think you are Jeremiah or one of the prophets.  Then he pops the question, “Who am I in your life?  Who do you say that I am”?  Matt 16: 16 (or if you could would you marry me in your heart, soul and mind?)
Transfiguration

Jesus came in glory to answer the burning question of the day:  “Who is Jesus”?  Who answered it?  God the Father!  He reveals Jesus’ glory to Peter, James and John and by saying 3 things:

l- This is my beloved Son.

2- I am fully pleased with Him.

3- “Listen to Him”!

One of the simplest ways to understand the Transfiguration is that Jesus had good news
for us all:  “I’m God and you don’t have to be.  Give your life to me”.  He shows us in this image of glory that there is a 6th divine dimension that we don’t really understand or need to understand.  
But the one lifelong requirement needed to follow Jesus is to live a life of change and transformation.  To say every morning “Dear Jesus help me to become more like you”.

Here are 10 ways to describe the nature of Jesus.  We get these from the gospels and from

Philippians 2: 5-11:

1- Servant – one who makes another’s life easier

2- Not Lord it over others but to lead by example

3- Humility – teachable and available

4- Come as a child.

5- Hang with the least and the last people not the greatest or the first people in life

6- He used no force on us

7- He was not driven by selfish ambition.

8- He made for Himself no reputation

9- He was fully human.

10- He was obedient unto His death.

Closing

The question of “Who Is Jesus” is as hot a topic in the 2lst century as it was in the lst century.  If a non-believer looked at your life how would your life help them answer it?

I pray that each of us would be willing to live illogical lives.  That we would not seek the advice of wise worldly experts.  That we could turn our lives upside down and in a competitive world and culture realize it’s a race to the bottom not to the top.

May we always remember that the power within us is far greater than any fear before us.

John affirms this for us in his first letter when he says, “Greater is He, the one who lives in you, than the one who lives in the world”.  1 John 1: 4
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