John 1: 6-8, 19-28  “I am not worthy to untie his sandals”.
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“Love With No Price tag”
Story #1
Do you like Christmas shopping?  Yes?  No?  I love it when I’m in community and shopping together, adopting a child or homebound senior; when I’ve been told exactly what a person’s wish list is and I can do it out of the love of my heart with no price tag.
I don’t like it when I feel alone.  When I feel lost in a large mall somewhere, when I’m guessing what to buy and when I do it out of duty or obligation.

A great event happened in Kmart this week.  Ben and I were looking for a gift for a 7 year old girl in his class.  Up and down the aisles we went.  “She likes horses and helicopters mom”.  We looked and looked. We were lost.  What to buy?  I didn’t like it.  Here comes Debby Hubbard around the next aisle (a member of our church)  shopping for the family she was adopting for Christmas.  “Ben do you know where the “Action guys” are?  We looked and looked the three of us and there it was the sign that said “action guys”!  Debby was on way her to find those specific treasures for a child she would bless.
Ben and I continued our search.  Walking and still lost.  As we walked down the next aisle, coming towards us was a mom and two daughters looking about the ages of 7 and l0.  I simply said, “Would you mind helping us?  If you were to buy a gift for a 7 year old girl what would you buy”?    “Pet Shop”! says the 7 year old girl.  She walked us over there and  went into great detail about them.  Our search was over!   God’s sweet aroma of love was there!  It was love with no price tag.  Helping one in need.  

God loves three’s.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  He loves to weave peoples lives together so His presence can be felt.  Peter, James and John. . .Mary, Joseph and Jesus. . . Elizabeth, Zechariah and John the Baptist.  Debby, Ben and Ann. . .Ben, Ann and this other family.  
Story #2
At the gym here in town I have a friend named Mike.  I don’t know his last name.  I probably never will.  I just see him at the gym a lot.  I like Mike because he’s a humble guy.  He never talks much about himself. He didn’t tell me what I’m about to tell you, another friend did.  Mike is adding to his workout schedule now trying to lose weight.  Why?  So he can be in the physical shape needed to donate a kidney.  He knows of a young boy who will die if he doesn’t get a new kidney.  The young boy doesn’t know who his donor will be; but by this spring of 2012 Mike will quietly, anonymously have one of his kidney’s removed so this young boy can have a chance to live!  God’s sweet aroma of love with no price will be felt.  That boy’s parents can never go shopping to buy the Christmas present they want the most.  Instead, God will work to bring it to them.  God is on the move:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. . . working in 3’s.

 A young boy needs a kidney, a doctor who looks for donors and is ready to do surgery and the Holy Spirit who finds a soul like Mike who knows that love from Jesus has no price.

Story #3
A year ago Jon and Karen Trivers invited 5 or 6 of us from St. Nicholas Church to their home to talk about the Green Bag project.  It worked up in Oregon.  Why couldn’t it work here in Paradise?  “Go invite as many people as you can to take a green bag.  Every two months they would put l0 food items in it and someone will come by and pick it up”.  This weekend was a green bag pick up weekend.  One year later, 1645 households have taken a green bag! St. Nicholas received 360 green bags yesterday filled with food to stock our pantry!  This is love with no price tag.  Giving freely to help others.  But it started with the Trinity again:  Karen, Jon and the Holy Spirit!  God works in 3’s!  No one feels alone.  No one is confused.  No one is duty bound.  They give with no price for the greater good.
John said it well when he wrote to the church in his letter 1 John:

“Dear friends, let us continue to love one another for love comes from God.  (Listen for the Trinity).   God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son into the world so we might have of eternal life through Him.  God has given us his spirit as proof that we live in Him and He in us.”

No one has ever seen God but if we love each other, we can see God in each other.
Story #4
On May 2, in l962 a dramatic advertisement appeared in the S.F. Examiner which read: 
“I don’t want my husband to die in the gas chamber for a crime he did not commit.  I will therefore offer my services for 10 years as a cook, maid or housekeeper to any leading attorney who will defend him and bring about the truth of his innocence”.

One of San Francisco’s greatest attorney’s, Vincent Hallinan read the ad and contacted Gladys Kidd, what had placed the ad.  Her husband Robert Kidd was about to be tried for the murder of an elderly antique dealer.  His fingerprints had been found on a bloodstained sword in the victim’s shop.  During the trial, the attorney proved that the antique dealer had not been killed by the sword.  Robert Kidd’s fingerprints and blood were on the sword because he had once toyed with it while playfully dueling with a friend when they were both out shopping.  The jury after 11 hours, found Robert Kidd to be not be guilty.  The San Francisco attorney, Vincent Hallinan refused Glady Kidd’s offer of 10 years of service.  “No,” he said.  “I’m the one who has been given the gift.  You’ve just given me the opportunity do something I’ve been waiting to do for my entire life:  to bring truth and justice without a price.  Once again God was on the move three people representing the Trinity:    Gladys Kidd, her accused husband Robert, and an attorney who knew that love from Jesus has no price.   

Why am I telling you these stories?  Because this time of year especially we all walk a tightrope.  One side says: “get it done; do it alone if necessary; guess if you have to; duty and obligation. . .

The second side says “stay close to community; shop together when possible; buy what is needed and ask along the way what is needed; give with no price tag!  Not our of duty.

God Himself never wanted to be alone.  Never wanted to be lost or “on duty”  So He’s Father, Son and Holy Spirit:  all three to love, to honor, to serve, to guide together.  How do we know this?
1- We know at creation. He was not alone.   “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. . .and the who?  the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  In John l:1 we read “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The Word became flesh and lived among us”!  Gen 1 and John 1
2- God continued the togetherness at Jesus birth.  The angel comes and says to Mary, “The Holy spirit will come upon you.  The power of the almighty (God)  will overshadow you and for that reason He’ll be known as the son of God”. (Jesus)  
3- At Jesus’ baptism all three show up again!   As Jesus the son is being baptized, a dove comes down from heaven and lands on Jesus and from heaven a voice booms saying, “This is my beloved son in whom I am well pleased”.  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
No one person gets the glory.  No one person feels alone.  No one person is lost.  All 3 work together as one.  This is the life we are invited into!

4- “May the grace and peace of Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all”!  Who said this?  Paul said it over and over to the churches he visited.
God created all 3 together.  Why?    Because they. . .

· to love one another

· to point to one another

· to honor one another

· to seek to serve one another

Story #5

Last Sunday, Marianne and David were facing uncertainty and a trip to UC Medical Hospital at Davis.  Marianne was due to report for her pre-op appt. at 5:30 a.m. on Monday morning.  She drove them to Davis on Sunday afternoon and checked them both into the Kiwanis House.  Walking into that house alone one feels the presence of God’s love!  It holds 300 people.  Right now has a huge Christmas tree and lots of toys and is run by all volunteers.  After she got them settled in, Diana drove home.  Then she drove back again on Monday morning and sat with David all day in the waiting room.  Why?  Father, Son and Diana Love.  God is relational!  He wants no one to have to journey this life alone and that day Diana Love was the 3rd person of the Holy Trinity.  She and David traded stories all day long in the waiting room.  Diana was there until David got the report after Marianne’s surgery was over.  As the nurse came out and announced Marianne had done marvelous through surgery Diana saw the glory of the Lord shining through David Alves’ face!  He lit up and was filled with the joy and light of the holy spirit and  Diana’s knew she was free to go.  Her gift had been fully received.
Our Closing. . .

Biblical Basis

“There came a man who was sent from God and his name was John.  He came as a witness to talk about the light.  He himself was not the light.  He was the voice crying out in the wilderness “Get ready for the son of God!  Repent and open your hearts to loving with no price tag.  I only baptize with water.  All I do points to the glory of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  The Son, the  one who comes after me baptizes with the Spirit.  I am not even worthy to untie his sandals.”  John 1

#1 “I am not worthy to receive glory for giving my kidney away.  I am simply called to testify to God’s light.  My kidney points to the light.  To the one who gave His life without price”.

#2 “I am not worthy to receive glory for winning this case as a well known attorney.  Everything I am and have comes from God.  I am simply called to reveal God’s light through truth and justice.  Helping to set this man free points the way to the Father, to the son and the Holy Spirit”.

#3 I am not worthy to receive credit for the Green Bag program.  We simply show up each day and use the God ordained gifts God put inside of us.  Building up the green bag program and training other communities across the county and country to develop this program points the way to Jesus.  The one who said, “I was hungry and you fed me”.
#4 I am not worthy to receive glory for being an angel to Marianne and David.  You see God has prepared me throughout my life.  I was alone in my 20’s after a serious injury.
I’ll never forget it.  I cared for my husband at home for 5 years before he died.  The purpose of what I do is to simply point to the light and to the glory of God, and to the Son who came without price and to the Holy Spirit”.  

“Love is patient, love is kind.   It does not envy, or boast nor is it proud.  It keeps no record of wrongs.  Love rejoices with the truth.  Love has no price.  It protects, trusts, hopes and perseveres.  Now these three remain:  faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love”.  Amen
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