Matt 2: 1-12  The Three Wise Men Visit Jesus



The Feast of Epiphany

(spiritual gifts:  Knowledge, Discernment, Giving)
What Can I Spare or What Can I Share?
Story

In October of l942, Captain Edie Rickenbacker was on a mission in a B-17 plane to deliver an important message to General Douglas McArthur in New Guinea.  
Unexpectedly, somewhere over the South Pacific the airplane became lost at sea beyond the reach of radio.  When fuel became dangerously low, they landed their plane in the ocean and used the emergency life rafts to survive.  Captain Edie and his companions fought the cold salt water, scorching sun, exhaustion, giant sharks ramming up against their rafts throughout the night; and yet the greatest enemy of all proved to be starvation.

Eight days out their food rations were destroyed by salt water.  They needed a miracle.  

Here is how Captain Edie describes the miracle.  “Cherry” who was the B-17 pilot, led us each day in a worship service.  On day 8, the service ended with a hymn of praise and a prayer pleading for deliverance.  Then something landed on my head.  I knew it was a seagull.  I don’t know how I knew but I knew.  Everyone else knew too.  No one said a word, but peering out from under my hat brim without moving my head, I could see the expression on their faces. They were staring at that gull.  The gull meant food...if I could catch it.  I caught the seagull and we all shared the flesh for food.  We used the intestines for bait to catch fish.  

Our hopes were renewed and everyone on board lived because a lone seagull very unusually located 100 miles from land, offered itself as a sacrifice”.  
Biblical Basis
What does this story remind  you of?  
1- One single man, very unusually located, on a bed of straw in a barn. . .who eventually offered Himself as a sacrifice so we all might be saved!  He is food for our souls!

2-What else does this story remind you of?

Coming up from the waters of Baptism in the River Jordan, out of nowhere a dove descends from the heavens and lands on His head!  The dove (like the seagull in the story) came bearing gifts.  It was the presence of the Holy Spirit who gave Jesus all the spiritual gifts He would need for His ministry.  
Immediately, once the dove landed on Jesus’ head, He had the knowledge and discernment to know that the Holy Spirit was calling Him out into the desert for 40 days.

What are Spiritual Gifts?  Our Ephesians reading tells us:
“There are a variety of gifts but the same Spirit; a variety of gifts but the same God who activates all of them.  To each person is given a gift for the common good to build up the body of Christ”.  NRSV

From the message bible we read:  “God’s various gifts (of grace) are handed out everywhere, but they all originate in God’s Holy Spirit. . .God’s various expressions of power are in action everywhere but God himself is behind it all.  Each person is given a “grace gift” to use that shows who God is.  Everyone gets in on it and everyone benefits”!





Ephesians 12: 4-7

“To one is given the gift of wisdom and to another the gift of knowledge . . .(further down it says) to another the discernment of spirits”. Eph 12: 8,10
What is the spiritual gift of KNOWLEDGE?

KNOWLEDGE is the special gift where the Holy Spirit gives a new divine idea to a certain person and shows them how to make it relevant to a specific situation.  This is information or “knowledge” that they would never normally be aware of.  
The key to knowledge is to recognize thee exceptional idea coming from God, combined with receiving the ability to make it relevant in the body of Christ.  The Holy Spirit gives this gift of knowledge to build His body!  (Ephesians 3: 14-19)
DISCERNMENT is two things.  A gift which allows a person to sense and believe a new direction God is calling them to in their lives.  A new ministry, a new relationship, a new adventure. . . or as simple as “Lord show me who you want me to reach out to or what you want me to focus on today?”  
The other is the ability to tell if a person or situation is a good way to go or if it comes from “the dark side” or the opposite of God’s love and motives.  Discernment of spirits.  Basically, is this a good person or situation to get involved with or not?
Biblical Basis

Today we remember three astrology scholars who are very well respected in their land.

Coming from the east and traveling through the desert by camel, they battled exhaustion, scorching desert heat, thirst, limited food rations, bad directions from a useless rest stop at the home of King Herod; yet their greatest battle proved to be starvation.  Only this time it was a  “Soul Hunger”.  Something deep in their lives was still missing.  

How did they understand that they should get on the back of three camels and travel for 18 months to meet the new king of Israel; the Messiah? 

They received a Word of Knowledge. . .an idea God put into their hearts that they would never have heard any other way.  God knew they were non-believers but He also knew they studied the stars.  So God spoke to them in their own language.  “If you study the stars, then I’ll make a star so bright that it will fascinate you, speak to you and help you discern that I am calling you into a whole new life”!
“There is something huge that we don’t fully understand but we know we need to follow that star”!  The word of knowledge said: “Now is the time the new king of the Jews is born.  Go find Him!  I will show you the way by shining that star so bright”.  Remember the words of the song “We three kings”?  (let’s sing it together)  “Oh oh star of wonder, star of might, star of royal beauty bright, westward leading still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light”.   

Guide us!  Both knowledge and discernment guide us on our earthly spiritual journey.

Story

When the men who had been flying in that B-17 were lost at sea, what did they do everyday?  They worshipped.  They prayed.  They pleaded for deliverance and for the gift of knowledge and discernment.  “How can we survive and get back home”?  What do we need to know?  It was in the act of worship that God answered their prayer.  Immediately after they stopped worshipping God, that seagull landed on the worship leader’s head!
Giving
There are three kinds of giving:
1- Give a gift to get a gift.  Many times one can be motivated to give in order to get.

This is not a bad gift.  It’s just not the highest order of giving.

2- Give the “favor gift”.  Corporations or business often do this if people meet their quota.  They might get an increase in pay, a turkey, a bottle of wine.   A business owner might treat his whole staff to a Christmas dinner and give a bonus check.  This is not bad giving either.  It serves to motivate one because they anticipate they might receive a gift in return and perform well in the coming year.  But God has an even higher level.
3- The highest level of giving is called “grace giving”. This is when we are so filled with God’s love and grace that we just naturally give to others out of abundance and love. “Grace giving” are what the spiritual gifts in the Ephesians reading are all about”.  They come from God’s grace and they are to be given away to be grace for others.
There are two attitudes with giving:  One question asks “What can I spare”?  The second asks “What can I share”?  The second is grace-giving.  

What the three kings had to give Jesus were “Grace gifts”.  They were not giving to get anything.  They were not giving as a favor.  They had three “grace gifts” especially chosen for Jesus.  Gold for a king.  Frankincense for a priest (because it was used in the temple and Jesus would be a highpriest) and myrrh for a dying man.  Myrrh was used to wrap or embalm those who had died.  The myrrh was a “Grace gift”.  Who knows what the three kings knew.  But the fact is that the myrrh was perfect for Jesus because it symbolized where His life was eventually headed.  To die for each of us so we could live freely from His grace (unconditional love for all of us).

Story

Monday morning on Dec 19, I listened to a phone message from a very discouraged parent who had no money to buy her children gifts for Christmas.  I knew so people had been generous already and that our “Adopt a Family” fund was at a zero balance.  I prayed and the answer was wait.  I waited 7 hours.  I listened to the message again at 5:30 and prayed again.  The answer was make the call.  Ask her if she is still in need.  “No I have not found any other church that will help.  Everyone is saying no.”  “Okay let me see what I can do.  I committed to a small donation myself and sent out all parish email.  Two donations came in that night late before I turned off my computer.  That made my night!  The next day was our free Tuesday hot lunch.  At l:00 I was approached by one of our members.  “Ann I have some more donations for the family in need. . . but I also have another man who approached me in the lunch who has four children and no Christmas for them.   Take these and let me know what you want to do”.  I kept praying for more grace!

By that night we had collected $220 all from small donations of $5  $10  $15 and $20.  Several people who don’t normally come to worship but are still on our all parish email made a point of coming in on Tuesday to donate!  This is grace-giving!

The definition of the spiritual gift of GIVING is “the special gift the Spirit gives to certain Christians to offer both their material blessings and their time for the work of the church with exceptional willingness, cheerfulness and freedom!”  

I believe this spiritual gift of giving comes because with this gift people also get a “boatload of faith”!  They know they have a safety net!  That God will continue to replenish their time, energy and finances!  They know it without a doubt!
Closing Story
During the building of the Golden Gate Bridge over San Francisco Bay, construction fell badly behind schedule because several workers had accidentally fallen from the scaffolding to their deaths. Engineers and administrators could find no solution to the costly delays. Finally, someone suggested a gigantic net be hung under the bridge to catch any who fell. In spite of the enormous cost, the engineers opted for the net. After it was installed, progress was hardly interrupted. A worker or two fell into the net but were saved. Ultimately, all the time lost to fear was regained because people replaced fear with faith.  Faith in the net!  
In Jesus Christ, working through the power of the Holy Spirit we all have a Safety Net!

Did the three kings have a safety net?  Yes!  Once their mission was accomplished and they found Jesus and worshipped Him, they were led by the Holy Spirit to go home in another direction.  They could boldly step out in faith because they had God as their safety net who protected them.

In the same way we can feel free to use every gift the Holy Spirit gives us!  The more we use our gifts the more the bridge is built between this earthly world and the kingdom of God!  Spiritual gifts are the building blocks to every bridge that needs to be crossed to build up every ministry in every church and it all starts with what God has put in you!
Amen
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