ADVENT ONE THEME:  PEACE
Mark 13: 24-37  A glimpse of Advent Two; Jesus is Coming Back!
Exciting Rewards Await Us!

“Behold, I am coming quickly, and my REWARD is with me, to give to every man, woman and child

according to what they have done”.  Rev. 22: 12

Jesus had great news to bring!  God was not just a heavy handed jealous God. . but rather full of mercy, love, compassion and most of all rewards for all those who are faithful!

Here the rewards here:

“Whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray.  Then your Father who sees you in secret will REWARD you”.  Matt 6: 6

“When you give money, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing; and do it in secret, then  your Father who sees you in secret will REWARD you”.  Mt 6: 4

Joke/Story
There was once a live concert with a very active and involved audience.  At a break time, a short live commercial was made promoting a cruise ship.  The captain was very enthusiastic about the cruise he was offering.  He talked all about the scenery you would see and the wonderful entertainment on the ship.  Then moved to the topic about safety.

He started to talk about lifesavers and how necessary they were.  To make his point he even started with tiny candy lifesavers and then moved forward to how many lifesavers the ship actually had on it.  Suddenly a woman cries out from the audience, “Well if your lifesaver can’t walk on water it’s not worth having”!

You and I have a lifesaver!  His name is Jesus Christ!  Whatever you and I need to be saved from: loneliness, boredom, depression, poverty, unemployment, fear of growing older, low energy, confusion or grief or simply “what’s next”?. . . Jesus can save us from all of it because He is in it with us.  He’ll either remove it or stay right smack in the middle of it until He bring us PEACE.  He is a Life-Saver, a peace-maker, and has great rewards for us!   I believe there is a connection between living and working for God’s kingdom and finding peace in our lives.
Story

My parents both died young, 61 and 70.  My dad had a heart attack and died instantly, and my mom had liver cancer that only lasted six weeks.  But my dad had five siblings who have all lived well up into their upper 70’s and a few in their early 80’s.  I called my Aunt Sheila the other day to wish her happy birthday.  She is turning 80.  Sheila didn’t have an easy life.  Her husband had a two hour commute home from work late and he fell asleep at the wheel and was killed in his 30’s.  They had six children.  She raised the children and lived in Sacramento.  At 65 her oldest daughter bought her a new home down in Pismo Beach so she moved and started a new life.  Fifteen years ago she began anew as a widow.  She’s as happy and healthy as can be. “What’s your secret Aunt Sheila”?!    She said, “Ann I volunteer 20 hours a week at different places.  A clothes closet, feeding the hungry and the hospital. When my feet give out on me I stop, pray, make sure I have some fun, and walk”.   I could feel the PEACE in her voice.  She’s at PEACE.  I believe there is a connection between living and working for God’s kingdom and finding peace in our lives.
Spiritual Reflection
St. Francis prayed to be a peacemaker.  “Lord make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is fighting may I bring reconciliation.  Help me not so much to need to be understood but to be a presence so others can feel understood.”  Perhaps the hidden gem in this prayer is that when we seek to be a peacemaker, we find peace in our own hearts.
Story

Last week, I was coming through the check out stand in Safeway.  “How are you”? the checker asks nicely.  “Well I only walked around the store four times today as compared to my usual six!  “Oh I know!  I used to do that but my “Life-Saver” has been working here.   We have to memorize where everything is to help people.  I make my shopping list according to where I know things are stocked on the shelves.  It was a real “Life-Saver” until they come in the middle of the night and change things around and didn’t bother to send out the memo!  Imagine that!”  The other day they rearranged the candy aisle and I was really frustrated!  No memo”!
Jesus our “Life-Saver” didn’t send out any memo’s.  Instead, He set out to change all  600 of the religious rules of the day.  What did He send out?  Not memos but miracles!
1- The paralyzed man had 5 or 6 close friends.  They knew Jesus was in the house but all the doors were packed with people.  When they lowered him down through the roof all could see.  Jesus healed him.  There was no memo.  But all those present knew there was change in the air.  A wonderful change.
2- l0 lepers chanted and shouted at Jesus to heal them.  Jesus did.  Only one came back to thank him but many many more people in town witnessed the healing.  Miracle not memo.

3- “Blind man, take this mud and put it on your eyes and go wash.”  At once he could see.

“Why was he born blind?  Was it his sin or his parents?”  “No one sinned.  He was born blind so God’s glory and power could be shown to all”.
4- “Remember me when you come into your kingdom,” said the criminal next to Him on the cross.  “Today you will be with me in Paradise”.  A Life-Saver even on the cross.
What Was The Problem?
There was still one single problem area that needed “life-saving” for the people of Jesus’ day.  They believed God was a BIG JUDGE rather than a God who was full of REWARDS for His people!
Has anyone here ever been taught that God was a big mean JUDGE?  

We do hear these words in scripture: “The Judgment seat of Christ”.

The most common mistake made in teaching about Jesus is that after the second coming we will all go before the heavy handed judgment seat of Christ.  I would like to present another view and invite you to reflect on how God is speaking to you.

Biblical Basis
#1 Four scriptures to help us out of this frame of mind:
“ God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him”.  John 3: 17

“Therefore, there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus because through Jesus Christ we have been set free from sin and death”.  Romans 8: 1  (from Paul)

#2 Second, we ask “What can we do with these kinds of scriptures”?
“So whether we are here in this body or away from this body our goal is to please him.  for we all must stand before Christ to be judged.”  2 Corth 5: 9-10

“For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself, 

And He (the Father) has given Him (Jesus) authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.

“For judgment I (Jesus) have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind”.  John 9: 29  For Jesus judgment meant all are BLESSED.
So What About These Judgment Verses?
The Greek word behind judgment seat is “Bema”.  The “Bema” seat refers to the athletic games where a Roman ruler sat to give out rewards after the Greek athletic contests.  When the victor of a given event had participated fairly and won, they were invited to the platform called the Bema seat and a flowered wreath was placed on his head as a symbol of victory.  There they received a REWARD not punishment.
We might picture something similar to our Olympics today when the winner approaches the stand for their medal.

Rewards coming to us both now and in heaven can become one of the great motives and 
motivators for the Christian life.  Jesus in His very first sermon talks about rewards:

Let’s listen to a few familiar verses and hear the rewards Jesus mentions:
“Blessed are those who know they need God, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”. (reward)  Matt 5: 3

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted”.  (reward)  Matt 5: 4
“Blessed are the meek and humble, for they will inherit the earth” (reward)  Matt. 5: 5

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy”.  Matt 7  (reward)

“Whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray.  Then your Father who sees you in secret will REWARD you”.  Matt 6: 6
“When you give money, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing; and do it in secret, then  your Father who sees you in secret will REWARD you”.  Mt 6: 4

Let’s close with this inspiring short story of peace.  

“Telemachus” was monk who lived in cloistered monastery in that century.
He felt God say to him, “Go to Rome”.  When he arrived the streets were packed with people filling up the streets.  “Why all the excitement?” he asked.  “Today is the day the gladiators fight and kill each other in the coliseum.  The day of the games or the circus.
He thought to himself, “Four centuries after Christ and people are still killing each other

For enjoyment”?  He ran to the coliseum and heard the fighters chanting, “Hail to Caesar!  We die for Caesar”.  He thought, “This isn’t right”.  So he jumped over the railing and ran out and stood between the two fighters and held up his hands and said, “In the name of Christ, stop fighting”.  The crowd protested and kept shouting, “Run through him.  Run through him.  A gladiator came over and hit him in the stomach with the back of his sword.  It sent him dragging around in the sand.  He got up, ran back between the two fighters and said again, “In the name of Christ stop fighting”.  The crowd repeated their chant and this time a gladiator came over and plunged his sword through the monks stomach and he fell to the sand.  One last time he gasped out loud, “In the name of Christ, stop fighting”.  A hush came over the 80,000 people in the coliseum.  Soon one man stood up and left.  The silence continued.  Then another one left and another and another and more and more.  Within minutes all 80,000 people had emptied out of the arena.  It was the last known gladiator fight in the history of Rome.

Jesus once again had brought peace and had been a Life-Saver.  This time He showed up in the form of  a faithful monk.  I see Jesus in each of you today.  I see His PEACE in your eyes.  May you enjoy the REWARDS of being Peacemakers! 
“Thank you Lord for being our Life-Saver and  for the gift of your PEACE!  It was one of the greatest rewards we will ever know both in this life and in the next.  Lord make us a channel of your PEACE”.  Amen
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