Matt 21: 33-46  The  Parable of the Tenants
October 3, 2011


“How May I Serve You?”

Opening
If you are like me, you’ve lived in the world all week long and you need to come in and shake off a little world today!. . .like “shake the dust off”. Shake off a little discouragement, frustration, doubt, worry, depression, or fatigue.  Has anyone felt tired or uncertain this week?  Let’s shake it off together and be encouraged!
Question: Are you ever forgetful?  Do you ever forget your phone number, your address, your SS# or better yet; do you ever walk into a room and then say, “Now what did I come in here for”?    Sometimes I have to walk out again then I remember and say, “Oh yes that’s what I needed”!
Story
During the month of June of this past summer, I pulled up at the bank drive through and pushed in my usual four number PINN.  The computer read: “PINN number invalid; please try again”.  So I tried a second combination and got the same response.  I looked in my rear view mirror and there were three or four cars waiting.  So I quickly pulled out of the line and thought about it.

Have I written it down somewhere?  I could find it nowhere.  So I walked inside and sheepishly walked up to the counter and confessed that my memory had completely failed me.  “Oh that happens,” said the clerk.  “Here. . . Why don’t you try again?  I’m sure it will come to you.  Three times, four times still no luck.  With only four numbers, I tried up to l0 times.  No matter how many combinations I tried, my memory failed me.
Biblical Basis
In our gospel today Jesus is working with a tough crowd.  Their memory continued to fail them.  He had preached and modeled a very simple gospel: 
If you ask this question everyday:  “How may I serve you”? He said, “Here is your new Pinn # - four words:  “How may I serve you”?

Jesus was sent to earth to teach us all the code to find access to full life and joy.

Unlike most kings who said, “Serve me” Jesus asked “How may I serve you”?  Those he healed began to serve and heal others.  “Here’s how it’s done.  Got it”?

Story

In our home this summer we added a simple phrase at the end of either a request or a compliment.  Such as, “Please set the table”, got it?  or “You look great in that new shirt, got it?  We find it adds energy, love, humor, and takes away lag time or confusion.

Story

Yesterday, (Saturday) I came in for lunch and was surrounded by a whole group of people who “got it”!  Glenn Simmons was serving lunch and asked me, “Ann how may I serve you?  Would you like lunch”?  Peggy and Pat were greeting out front.  Pat had cooked another wonderful entrée.  Margaret Richardson was serving tables.  Eric was the endless dishwasher.  Eric must rise in the morning and ask Jesus, “How may I serve today”?  And his answer is “wash some dishes”.  He gets it!  Betty Barrett comes down to serve on the altar guilt and Ed serves people by making them laugh!  Then I ran into Ed Salome at “Johnny Apple Seed Days”.  Ed is the director of the games.  As a parent, when I walk out into a field of loud music and food booths etc. I am very helpful to find the games for my 3 children.  Ed has served for years to help Johnny Apple Seed days be a success.  He gets it!  Everyday these people get up and ask “How may I Serve”?
Biblical Basis

Our gospel today actually takes place on Tuesday of Holy Week. Two shocking events had just occurred before Jesus tells this parable. One is Palm Sunday and then on Monday of that week He walks into the temple and turns over the tables of money changers.
Jesus has just ridden  through Jerusalem on a donkey. Two million people are in town for Passover. The whole town is in turmoil.  Large crowds are putting their cloaks on the ground bowing down to worship Him.  They wave palm branches and sing “Hosanna to the son of David”!  This was the only time in Jesus ministry that He actually staged and promoted a public demonstration.  Why?
He remembered his PINN#!  It was a four letter word.  Can anyone guess?  K-I-N-G!

Yes!  Jesus knew His Father had called Him to be the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  
Before he left heaven to come to earth, His Father said to Him said, “My Son your Pinn number is K-I-N-G.  “Got it”?  “Got it”!
#2 the second event is that Jesus came into Jerusalem, He went immediately into the temple and turned over the tables!  The purpose of that front court or “Gentile court” was to be missionary business not money business.  That area was created to give outcasts a chance to enter the temple about the one true God.  Instead, it had been taken over for religious money business.  

So Jesus two acts were both shocking.  One was an act of humility and the other was an act of outrage but had the same message:  “I have come to serve not to be serving.  I call you to serve not to be served”.  His PINN # was K-I-N-G.  The PINN # he taught them was –LO-V-E or to keep asking:  “How- Can- I -Serve”?  Four simple words to remember.
Today’s Gospel

So this gospel comes three days before He’s willing to go to the cross.  Jesus is not afraid because He’s following the will of His Father.  So He says, “Listen to one more parable”:
“There was a landowner who planted a vineyard.  He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtowner”.  
We are still at the vineyard.  This parable is based on Isaiah 5: 1-7.  Listen to it’s opening lines:  “I will sing for the one I love a song about the vineyard:  My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside.  He dug it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with choicest vines.  He built a watch tower in it and cut out a  winepress as well.”
Jesus is talking about the promised land.  He’s reminding the Jews of God’s goodness to them as a nation.  He delivered them from Egypt and planted them in a rich land of milk and honey (just like a vineyard on a fertile hillside)e.  He gave them material and spiritual blessings and asked only: “Bare fruit for me”.  

Back to the gospel:  “Then he rented the vineyard to some farmer/tenants and went away on a journey.  At harvest time, he sent his servants to collect his fruit.  
To live in Paradise, we too have been granted a rich fertile vineyard.  All God asks is that we bear fruit for His kingdom.  That we remember our simple PINN #  L-O-V-E  or “How-Can-I-Serve?  All God asks of us “Bare fruit for me”.
Back to the gospel: “When the harvest was ready he sent his servants to the tenants

to collect his fruit.  They beat one, killed another and stoned the third.  The second time around the same thing happened.  “I know I’ll send my son! They will respect him!
But instead they said, “this is his heir, let’s kill him and take his inheritance”. So they killed him.
What should the landowner do?  He could have sent armies to destroy these wicked men

but instead he sent his own son to them.  The son in the parable is Jesus Christ the Son of God his own heir.  Jesus is projecting what the religious leaders are about to do to him.

Jesus is saying “Your people have been granted a vineyard and where is the fruit?  I know you are the builders who have been rejecting me and you are about to kill me”.
I will not forget my PINN #.  My Father has sent me here to bring good news of a wonderful kingdom.  Where all are welcome and all are equal and all are blessed.

All you need to do is ask everyday, “How may I serve”?

Stories
This week I came into the Tuesday lunch to announce that I would be blessing animals next Tuesday morning at l0:30.  I was asked the question over and over by our wonderful helpers:  “How Can I Serve You”?  “Can I get you some lunch”?
Then Blanche told me St. Nicholas is getting an award on the night of October 20

From Butte County for being a place that has a special place for allowing disabled people to serve.  In Jesus eyes, no one is “disabled”.  All are precious and really we’re all disabled without our PINN # L-O-V-E and remembering to serve everyday in new ways.

I then walked into the conference room and found 3 of our members shoulder deep in
Holiday Faire materials getting ready to serve, serve, serve.  I said, “It’s the season”!

Their commitment to serve is remarkable!

Where is Jesus calling you to serve right now?  What is the simple PINN # or formula He has given you to gain access to his kingdom?  Remember this simple PINN: “L-O-V-E” or “How- Can- I- Serve”?

Story

Last weekend, I prayed on Saturday night, “Lord How May I serve”?  He said, “You’re your church members who are in Davis having surgery.  They need to hear from you”.  They thought they had housing for 8 days but when I called, it turned out they only had

Housing for two nights. “How can I serve you”? Was not a question that needed to be asked?  It was obvious.  Sometimes God makes it easy.  So I got on the phone and called Mark Allan (the last pastor of this church who now pastor’s the Episcopal Church down in Davis) and talked with him about this need. 
In as few words as I could, I told Mark of our need.  “Got it”?  “Got it.  I’ll call you on Sunday afternoon.  He was a great servant.  He asked around his congregation at both services and found nobody.  But Mark remembered his PINN #:  “How Can I serve”?  He called me up on Sunday afternoon, “Ann what I’d like to do is pay to put them up in a local hotel”.  He simply got it. 
Closing
The bank teller said kindly, “If you step over to that table the banker can give you a new PINN #.  It will only take a moment.  So I chose the easiest four numbers I could possibly remember!  (No I won’t tell you!)  If you ever forget your PINN # remember your pastor has also!  If you ever forget the PINN # from Jesus just ask another believer, “Now what is that formula again”? “How May I Serve”?
I believe Jesus forgot His PINN # everyday!  That’s why He knelt before His father as often as He could.  “Now what specifically do you want me to do today? His formula? . . . Father not my will but your will be done”.

May we never forget what Jesus did for us!  We are all walking towards eternity.  What ever disappointment or hurt you might have today, remember we are just passing through.  We all have the hope of glory and everlasting life with Jesus waiting for us.  I

love you all!  And there is nothing you can do about it!  Got it?!  It’s great to be back with you!  Amen
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