Matt 25: 31-46    The heart of Christianity is a relationship with Jesus and in

                                   showing love and care to the poor and needy.  (sheep & goats)
Christ The King Sunday
To celebrate this feast day of “Christ the King”, I have an opening question for each of us:  “Who will I follow?  The Crowd or the Cross”?

To help us answer this question let’s listen to these 2 voices.   One is the CROWD and one is the CROSS.  When I speak the voice of the crowd, imagine a large group speaking out to you.  When I speak the voice of the Cross, imagine Jesus Himself is speaking personally to you.  

Crowd:  Follow us.

Cross:  Follow me.

Crowd:  Rely on yourself.

Cross:  Rely on me.

Crowd:  Earn your worth.

Cross:  I am your worth.

Crowd:  Bear your burdens.

Cross:  Nail them to me.

Crowd:  Be happy.

Cross:  Be holy.

Crowd:  If it feels good do it.

Cross:  For my sake endure it.

Crowd:  Honor yourself.

Cross:  Humble yourself.

Crowd:  “Do It” or “Perform”
Cross:  “It IsDone; It is Finished – Now Receive My Grace”
Saint Paul said: “Because of the crown, I lost my interest in the crowd long ago”.

Next I’d like to share a short little parable with you called “The Pencil Parable”.

A teacher I know uses this parable to inspire her students.

1- All you do will always leave a mark.

2- You can correct the mistakes you make.

3- What is important is what’s inside of you.

4- In life you will have painful sharpenings, which will only make you better.

5- To be the best pencil, you must allow yourself to be held and guided by the hand that holds you.

Now imagine Jesus telling us this pencil parable.

1- All you do for me will leave a mark in this world.

2- You can correct the mistakes you make because I will forgive you if you ask.
3- What is important is what’s inside of you.  Pray and I will fill you with grace.

4- In life you will have painful sharpenings, they will make you better disciples.

5- To be the best pencil, you must allow yourself to be held and guided by my hand

       the shepherd’s hand  that holds you.

Today’s Jesus tells us his final parable before they take him to the cross.  He has two others that lead up to this one.  They build with three themes:

l- Be ready.  2- Be reliable  3- Rely on my strength. . .I am the one that holds you.

#1 “Be Ready”! The Nightime Thief  . . .


“Be ready!  You don’t know when I’m coming back.  It’s just like if the owner of that house had known which part of the night the thief was coming, he would have kept a much closer watch and not let his house be broken into”.  That’s it!  Three short verses.  The nighttime thief.  #1 “Be ready.  To be the best, you must allow yourself to be held and guided by my hand”.  (Jesus says)
This “Be Ready” also refers to “Don’t miss the blessing”.  Since Jesus arrival (both at the end of time and in our daily life) is a surprise, we never quite know when Jesus will come.  When Jesus shows up good things happen!

Story

Yesterday, my family and I came down to clean the church with another couple from our church..  We gathered around l0:00 and went right to work.  We had a few laughs

and hugs along the way but mostly wanted to finish up.  But when we were all through we talked and shared a bit.  “What are you doing for Thanksgiving”? I asked them.  “Oh we’ve bought a large turkey and would like to cook for a group of friends.  So far we only have 2 or 3 coming.  “What are you doing”? they asked me.  “I’m cooking.  No one ever invites us over!  We are too many people”!  Everyone laughed and the invitation was extended for us to join them.  It was a great blessing.  Most likely this would never have happened unless we came down first to serve.  First we serve and then surprise – here comes the blessing!  Jesus says, “Be Ready!  My coming daily will be a surprise”.
#2 “Be Reliable” The Disorderly or Unfaithful Servant. . .
 “The master says, I’m looking for servants who will act the same way when I am absent as when I am present!”  (All you do for me will always leave a mark. – Jesus says)
The story goes like this:  The master puts one servant in charge of many servants to feed and care for on a routine schedule.  The master delays his return so the main servant slacks off and begins to eat and drink at all times of the day and night with the others.  Nobody appears to be in charge so an endless party develops.  The outcome is disaster and that servant is thrown out.”  (You can correct the mistakes you make because I will forgive you if you ask.)
I’d like to read now from a daily reflection book Margaret Richardson gave me.
“Do not let any set of circumstances intimidate you.  The more challenging your day, the more of My Power I place at your disposal.  You seem to think that I empower you equally each day, but this is not so.  I know what each of your days will bring, and I empower you accordingly.   Try to view challenging days as opportunities to receive more of My Power than usual.  Look to me for all that you need, and watch to see what I 
will do”!  (From “Jesus is Calling”by Sara Young  November 11 entry)
In the “Pencil Parable” tells us “All you do for me will always leave a mark”.  This final parable that Jesus tells us today (often called the “sheep and the goats” parable) asks these questions “Did your life leave a mark”?  “Did you live with faithfulness and obedience to make a mark”?  “Did you allow me who holds you (Jesus) to guide you”?

Story

In the last couple of weeks, we have lost two of our parish members.  Jim Lepine who was 87 and John Paulos who was 60 years old.  It seems both of these men left their mark for God’s kingdom with their lives.  Jim had kind of an angelic presence about him during the past 6 months.  He had served faithfully at St. Nick’s for a good 30 years.

He remembers putting on the Halloween parties for our youth and serving hot dogs.

He comes down and cleans every Thursday.  John was a courageous soldier who had

A superficial leg.  He fought with great courage for what he believed God was calling him to do.  He’ll be buried in Arlington Cemeter in Washington D.C.  

But it’s not just John and Jim who have left a mark, it’s also Ricky and Mary their wives.

These faithful women have walked the path of being the caregiver.  John fought cancer for five years and Jim had dementia for 5 + years.  These women faithfully leave their mark for God’s kingdom.
Today’s Gospel
The “sheep and goats” gospel has some uncomfortable themes of division in it.  Right when it ends the next words Jesus says are:
 “When Jesus finished saying all these things, He said to his disciples, “As you know, the Passover is two days away – and now the Son of Man will be handed over to be crucified”.    This parable took courage.  It was Jesus big teaching mark before he went to the cross.
#3 “Sheep and Goats”  “I am accountable for how I use my gifts”.

There are two places that cause confusion with this parable so let’s say them up front.

1- Some people hear it and think “if I feed the poor and clothe the needy” that’s enough.  I’ve served Christ and answered the call.  We call this “social gospel” or a life of service but does it include a relationship with Jesus that changes one’s heart all along the path?

2- Others struggle because when they read it they ask, “So do I get right with Jesus by works?  I thought it was by faith and grace”?  
There is much more to this parable.  Let’s take a closer look.  It says, frankly, several uncomfortable things.  (It was the “power parable”).  I will present another view.  You can decide how Jesus is speaking to you.
a- It tells me that I am accountable.  I am free to live my life just as I please, but at the end I will share with the one who gave me life what I did with my life.

b- It tells me there are no exceptions.  All will be accountable.  There is no favoritism.
There will be no excuses and it will be totally fair.

c- It tells me that there will be great surprises on that day. Many who thought low of themselves will be amazed and those very confident may be undone.

d- It tells me the heart of Christianity is about a relationship with Jesus, which shows itself in loving and sacrificial care for others, especially the poor and needy.

It brings us face to face with Jesus and 3 realities about Jesus:

a- Jesus will return in glory.  His coming will be sudden, unexpected and decisive.  It will be the end of human history.  What should his people be doing when he returns?  They should be caring for the poor, those who lack clothing, companionship, and the sick.  It has to be tangible to be real

b- Jesus has come already.  He came in disguise.  The point underlies in the story.  He came and identified with the poor and the needy and many didn’t recognize Him.  He Himself was poor and outcast and he ended in utter disgrace.

c- Jesus will not do the separating.  This is not a judgment scene.  There is no debate and no witnesses are called.  Jesus has met everyone before, and has asked already for a response:  “What did you do for the poor?”  “Did your life leave a mark for me and for my Father’s kingdom”?  “Whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

Closing Two Stories

These stories help us see what Jesus is getting at by His insistence on practical love.

1- Francis of Assisi, wealthy and high-born into royalty.  He was our riding one day and met a man disfigured by leprosy.  Francis was moved to dismount and hug the poor man.  As he did so, the face of the leprosy sufferer changed into the face of Christ.

2- Martin of Tours was a Roman soldier and a Christian.  One freezing day a beggar asked him for some money.  Martin had no money, but seeing the man blue with cold, he ripped his own soldier’s cloak in half and gave one part to the beggar.  That night he had a dream.  He saw Jesus in the courts of heaven, wearing half his cloak.  He heard an angel ask, “Master, why are you wearing that battered old cloak?  Who gave it to you?”  And Jesus replied, “My servant Martin gave it to me”. 

Jesus asks each of us today:  “Will you follow the crowd or will you follow my cross?   May we choose the cross.  Christ our king!  Lord of Lord and King of Kings.  He is victory over all.  He is our hope, our life, our all.  He is our everything.  Amen
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