Mark 1: 4-11  The Baptism of Jesus

Spiritual Gifts Explored:  Mercy, Hospitality, Service

“You Can Do It Because You’ve Been Chosen To Do It”
Story
The first few times I dated Linn Brownmiller, I did not see our relationship going beyond a friendship.  Then he told me this story.  (I thank him for allowing me to share it with you!)
“When my dad was in his 80’s, he developed Parkinson’s disease which effected both his balance and his mind.  For a while he could manage it and live on his own.  He simply had someone help him with his meds and his meals.  Suddenly, a  single episode happened that changed everything.  He didn’t know where he was, he took a really bad fall and had been wandering. Dad needed a new home and a caregiver.  Who would the caregiver be?”
“My older brother lived in Kentucky and Dad lived in the bay area.  My sister was unable to do it.  All eyes in the family were looking to me.  “Linn we need you to be Dad’s caregiver”.  When I wined either to myself or to friends, one spiritual mentor said directly to me:  “You can do it Linn.  You can do it because you’ve been chosen to do it”.
The original idea was to move him from his home back to Pacifica where he’d spent most of his adult life because he had friends there.  But the painful truth happened.  No one came to see him.  So we moved him to a facility very close to my own house.  I began to receive phone calls at all hours. Some times 3 and 4 a day.  Not a day went by when I would need to go over to where he lived and help him.  A four year experience began and  I had no idea what I was getting into.

I started my care giving as the dutiful son.  I can’t remember the exact moment it turned from duty to caring.  From duty to loving.  From duty to long talks.  From duty to laughter.  From duty to long walks and long talks.  From duty to “what an interesting man dad is”.  From duty to I wonder what is on his imagination today.  From duty to “Really?  Is that what happened in your childhood back on the Iowa farm”.  From duty to it doesn’t matter what else I need or want to do today, Dad comes first.  From duty to the echo of my mentor’s voice, “Linn, you can do this because you’ve been chosen”.
I asked Linn, “Didn’t you ever have the feeling of I just don’t want to do this”?  Yes I did.  Some days I had to pray like mad before I’d go see him just for the willingness to be present. I simply didn’t want to be there. “That must have taken a lot of skill”, I said.  “No, he said, it took a lot of grace.  I prayed to go in and  meet him where he was.   He’d might be angry, very confused, very dirty, and all upset over something he just imagined.

My call was to BE WITH HIM in kindness and in love.   

Application
“How did Linn shift from dutiful son to one who came with care and mercy”?  Perhaps it started at the moment his mentor said, “ You can do this Linn.  You can do it because you’ve been chosen to do it.”  At what point did Jesus shift from dutiful carpenter’s son to his father Joseph to having a ministry full of mercy & compassion”? 
Perhaps it began when the heavens opened and his spiritual mentor who was His Father said:  “You are my beloved son whom I have chosen and whom I am well pleased”!  When his Father’s blessing came, the spiritual gift of mercy was there being delivered by the Holy Spirit.
It developed deeper in those 40 days in the desert.  He began to shift from I am your dutiful son to “let it be done according to thy will”.

The same two-step process happens to us:

1- We become aware of a gift inside of us.  
2- We receive a blessing from Jesus and from others in the body of Christ (our friends and family).  “You’ve got the gift and we bless you now to use it”!
So. . . What is the Spiritual Gift of Mercy?
#1 There are three aspects that come with the spiritual gift of mercy:

1- Feeling sympathy with the misery of others. 
2- The ability to relate to others with empathy, respect and honesty. 
3-  To care with kindness, cheerfulness and not as a matter of duty.
Story 

I invite you to listen to this short story to hear the presence of mercy.
A mother once approached Napoleon seeking a pardon for her son. The emperor replied that the young man had committed a certain offense twice and justice demanded death.  

"But I don't ask for justice," the mother explained. "I plead for mercy."  

"But your son does not deserve mercy," Napoleon replied.  

"Sir," the woman cried, "it would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for."  

"Well, then," the emperor said, "I will have mercy." And he spared the woman's son.  

1-Mercy is compassion into action.  The emperor took action.

2-Mercy is not deserved.  It is undeserved and unearned kindness and grace.

Biblical Basis

#1 “Jesus, son of David have mercy on me”!  “Be quiet”! yells the crowd.  “Jesus son of David have mercy on me”! “Be Quiet! Yells the crowd.  He is persistent!  What does he have on his side?  The mercy of Jesus is walking by!  This is his moment!  He pleads and pleads for mercy.  “What do you want me to do for you”? says Jesus.  “I want to see”!    
The lesson here for us from Jesus is it won’t always be easy when we want to be merciful.  Others may tell us to stop, be quiet, don’t worry.  But we are called to listen for that still small voice.  “You can do this!  I’ve chosen you to do it”!
#2 You know this one – “A man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho was clobbered by some robbers who beat him and left him alone.  The first man came down the road and glances over thinking, “I’m too busy to help him.  I’ll just walk on the other side of the street”.  The second man was much the same.  He sees him and thinks, “I’ve got responsibilities.  I have no time to stop and help him.”  The third man, the Samaritan who was not a popular man in town. . . takes pity, bandages him up and puts him on his own donkey.   At the hotel, he tells them:  “I’ll be back tomorrow and pay you for any extra expenses.  Please look after him”. “You can do this good Samaritan!  I’ve chosen you”!
Story
There is a family in this church that has taken in so many people.  Even there is really no room in the inn they make room!  “Get up!  Come to our house.  You can find a new job!  You can start school again!  We’ll feed you!”  Could every family do this?  No.  But to THIS family God has said, “You can do this because you’ve been chosen to be for me a house of hospitality.  You can do this because I’ve chosen you to do it”.
#3 When Jesus has mercy on the 5000 and wants to feed them does he do it easily?  No.  The disciples said to Him, “Lord, we are out in the middle of nowhere and it’s getting late. Send these people away so they can buy themselves some food”.  Jesus simply says, “They don’t need to go.  You feed them”.  Really Jesus is saying to them, “You can do it.  You can do it because you’ve been chosen to do it”.   Even though Jesus did the miracle out of the 5 loaves and a few fish He gave them the role of mercy.  They go to distribute.
Lesson:  Very easily we can send people away.  The miracle may be just around the corner if we pray and ask Jesus for the resources.
Story
Many of you have shown great mercy by going and visiting Fred Hambrook at Hospice House.  After I sent out the email that he was there l0 or 12 people have gone.  One person sent back an email saying, “thank you for letting me know Fred was in Hospice.  I spent 30 minutes with him today.  One of the first things I did was help him find his glasses so he could see who I was.  He said, “So many people are visiting me”.  I said, “That’s because so many people love you Fred”!  Hospice has told June his wife, that it is possible for Fred to go home now.  He’s eating really well and is quite alert.  They need our prayers as to whether or not this is the right move.  But God’s mercy is quite clear with the extra time he is receiving to be with his family and church family.
Biblical Basis

Jesus entire baptism was an act of mercy!  When that dove came and landed on Jesus’ head everyone could see it.  All the people gathered looked in awe.  His Father said:
“Jesus you can do this because you’ve been chosen to do this”!

Whether Linn Brownmiller knew that he had the spiritual gift of mercy to care for his father is an unknown.  What we do know is when the need presented itself, care and empathy towards his father beyond a sense of duty would explode!  That’s when his siblings looked at him and said, “You can do this because you’ve been chosen to do it” (long ago)!
The same is true for each of us.  As we open our hearts and listen for God’s calling, the spiritual gifts and talents God has put inside of us come alive.  If we give them to God to use, He will multiply them.   If we hesitate, simply pray the prayer, “I can do this because God has chosen me to do it”.
The event of Jesus baptism was also a huge act of hospitality.  In only a few short months, He would be saying, “I am the bread of life.  Anyone who eats from me will never be hungry”!  The definition of the spiritual gift of hospitality is:  “The divine ability to care for people by providing fellowship, food and shelter”.  So many of you in this church have this gift!

Closing

Whatever giants you might looking at in 2012 have no fear because you’ve got a big God who is filled with mercy and hospitality!  A big God who has compassion for you and for me that will over and over be turned into actions that will bless our lives.  Jesus is calling each of us to use our spiritual gifts to bless others.  If you feel His nudge and you find yourself hesitating simply pray this prayer, “I can do this because I’ve been chosen to do it”.
Today, before we baptize four people, on this Feast Day of the Baptism of our Lord, we as a congregation are going to renew our baptismal vows.  Why?  Because we need to cloth ourselves with the Holy Spirit of Christ.  The world needs us.  We have been called and we have been chosen.  “Dear Jesus, please give us the strength and grace to be merciful.  Fill us with compassion in our hearts to bless others as you did”.  Amen
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